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FLEET & CHURCH CROOKHAM SOCIETY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday 22 April 2009 at 7.30pm
Crookham War Memorial Hall, Sandy Lane, Church Crookham

Speaker: Roger Cansdale from the
Surrey and Hampshire Canal Society

Please support your Society: come along to
our AGM and let us have your views on
any issues of concern
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Since our last newsletter, we are delighted that
the following people have joined the Fleet &
Church Crookham Saociety:

Fleet & Church Crookham Society needs
new committee members. The level of active
involvement would be up to you. We do not
twist arms (at least not very hard); we just
need to spread the load among more people
so that we can do more for our members and
the wider community.

e Mrs Ann Adams

e Tim & Julia Burt

e Mr & Mrs MG Chase

e Mr & Mrs Gordon Coote
e John & Jean Jennings YOU CAN HELP US!
e Mr D J Nicholls

e John Pearson

e Miss Ann Rennie

e Bob & Margaret Schofield
e Peter Shoesmith

e Mr & Mrs CL Woodcock

Come forward and join the committee or
encourage all your friends and neighbours
to join the society. More members would
give us a better chance of drawing in new
committee people.

WE NEED YOU SO THAT
Welcome to the Society! WE CAN HELP OTHERS

The views and comments expressed in this Newsletter are those of the contributor and not necessarily
those of the Fleet & Church Crookham Society. Neither the authors nor the Society accept responsibility
for any use to which the information contained in this Newsletter may be put.
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I am now chairman of two of Fleet and Church
Crookham'’s very active community
organisations; this means that emails come in
thick and fast and the telephone rings whenever
| sit down to a meal. | suppose that comes with
the job. | do feel that | am spreading myself a bit
too thinly between both jobs, however, and hope
the work of either society is not thus adversely
affected. The committees of both societies do
what they can to help of course and so far we
are coping. | would like members to give serious
consideration to finding a Chairman for 2009 to
help keep us fully involved in local issues.

The committee
of Fleet and
Church Crookham
in Bloom invited
me to present the cups and certificates to
winners of the 2008 competition. When this
group first formed | was invited to be a judge
and did this on two consecutive years. It was
hard enough choosing winners then; it must be
many times harder now with a higher level of
entry and a very high quality of entrants. | was
very impressed with the time and effort the
entrants devoted to their entries and felt flattered
to be asked to present the winners, runners-up
and commended with their cups and certificates.
Imagine my shock, therefore, when the last cup,
the Pegasus Cup, was presented to me!
Pegasus Homes had offered to sponsor a cup
for an individual who had made a significant
contribution to the local community and,
unknown to me, | had been nominated. My
short, unscripted speech, which | had intended
as a tribute to the F&CC in Bloom committee,
was somewhat muted by my being lost for
words.

| have represented FCCS on Fleet & Church
Crookham Planning Advisory Group (PAG for
short) for many years initially with David Fearn
and, more recently, Phill Gower. Through that
connection | attend meetings of the Hart District
Association of Parish & Town Councils
(HDAPTC). Fleet and Church Crookham, as you
will know from a lot of local press coverage and
the recent survey, are unparished areas and
PAG is the only regular direct contact we have
with our elected councillors — though of course
one can meet them individually when needed.
Town and parish councils in Hart are, in the
majority, pleased that the decision has at last
been made to parish Fleet and Church
Crookham and this should happen in 2010. (See
also article on page 11.) There was some rather
heated debate as to where Fleet Courtmoor

& ;
Fleet & Charch Crookham ¥( in Bloom

should be placed. Some favoured joining a
Church Crookham parish; others a Fleet parish.
A further suggestion was to merge some
sections only of Courtmoor with Church
Crookham. At the Full Council meeting the
option chosen was for Courtmoor to be a part of
Fleet parish. Elvetham Heath elected to form
their own parish while all of Ancell’'s Farm,
currently split with a part in Hawley parish, will
be part of Fleet parish. On the borders, Ewshot
wanted a parish of their own to give them what
they felt was a better voice than as part of
Crondall as now. Overall | think the result is a
good one. We wait to see who will come forward
to offer their services as parish and town
councillors for these new parishes.

CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England),
Hampshire Branch, is subdivided into District
Groups and another of my roles is to represent
FCCS on the Hart & Rushmoor District Group in
a rather vain (I feel) attempt to represent both
Fleet and Church Crookham. CPRE tends to
concentrate on the larger issues that impact on
the two districts as a whole. So, for example,
they would object to or comment on traffic
generation, noise and loss of tranquillity, night
blight, green field development, urban
expansion into green spaces which would have
impacts beyond the immediate vicinity of any
new development proposals. They are currently
hoping to put a representative on the
Farnborough Airfield Consultative Committee.
This group would welcome a Church Crookham
representative, so if any member felt interested,
the group would be pleased to hear from you.

The appeal into the Pyestock mega-depot will
probably be under way by the time this
newsletter reaches you. Opening on
25 November for sixteen days it will be a hard
fight but we are confident that the SPLAT group
will put up a good fight on behalf of our
community. If you can spare an hour or two to
attend the debate in the Civic Offices Council
Chamber to show the level of local concern
please do go along. The appeal will be held
before an Inspector four days per week,
Tuesday to Friday, starting each day at 10am.

The next appeal will be for the 206 dwellings
on Waterfront Business Park, by Fleet station.
This will begin 9 January and is likely to run for
four days. The council has refused the
application mainly on grounds of loss of
employment land. The site is currently home to
a range of small office and industrial units and
these would be demolished to make way for 186
dwellings in blocks of three- and four-storey
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blocks and 20 terraced town houses. Naturally
local residents are very concerned at the
proximity to their homes of the high blocks, and
Fleet Pond Society has serious concerns at the
impact on the nature reserve of some 400 or
more people with no gardens and very limited
open space right on the reserve boundary. It is
inevitable that the new residents would view
Fleet Pond as a replacement for their back
gardens with considerable adverse impact on
the tranquillity of the reserve, increases in
wildlife disturbance and capacity of the already
well-used, narrow footpaths.

The FCCS committee is very pleased that the
SPLAT group has been able to effectively
contest the Pyestock application, but the
Waterfront Business Park application will be
mainly fought by Hart Council. FCCS does not
have the resources to fight these large appeals,
which is why we want our members to
encourage their friends, neighbours and
relations to join the society.

Did he volﬁr?tee-f;.? e ———
Well he said "cani{_fieﬂ?ééso I brought him along. —=

Without more assistance we can only submit
objections and attend the appeals. We cannot
fight with the level of concentration that a
specially formed single-issue community group
like SPLAT can attain.

Colin Gray
Chairman

The Lions Community Store is a local charity,
run by unpaid volunteers. Its main aim is to
redistribute good quality furniture which has
been donated by people of the community to
their less privileged neighbours.

An average of 30 families each month move
from bed and breakfast/safe houses, hostels etc
into empty properties and the Store gives them
a "kick-start" by giving most of their household
items — beds, chest of drawers, tables/chairs,
settees, TVs, kitchen equipment including
kettles, toasters and irons, wardrobes and, if
possible (although there is always a shortage)
white goods such as washing machines,
fridge/freezers and cookers. Bedding, clothing,
curtains and carpets are also needed. Over one
hundred referrals are made every month by
social workers, health visitors and many other
caring organisations. The need for such help
can be from violence, poverty, flood, fire, illness
to name but a few.

Several local companies have recently
provided funding for the purchase of two new

vans which enable them to collect and deliver in
the Hart/Rushmoor/Waverley areas. A
successful relationship with the Hampshire
Probation Service has evolved on a weekly
basis and provides us with twenty or more
young offenders with community service orders
and they help to lift, load and store furniture in
the Community Store depot.

The Store receives help and financial support
from the local Lions Clubs of the district as well
as Hart, Rushmoor and Hampshire Councils.

Aei uijo Ag uooued

Good quality basic household items,
clothing (especially for children) and new
toys (at Christmas) are needed. The store is
open Tuesday to Thursday 10.15am to
3.30pm and Friday 10.30am to 2.00pm and
can be found in Basingbourne Park, off
Reading Road South, Fleet. Tel Fleet 616998.

Beverley Allardice
Store Manager
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| cannot recall when | first
became aware of Alison
Macallan — she was one of the
mums that | readily recognised
from the playgroup and school
runs. She was the lady with
auburn hair and one of the
wonderful, friendly, busy
fundraisers at Brownies, Guides
and Scouts.

However, | distinctly
remember when | first really met
her, it was one Tuesday afternoon, after school,
early in February 2003. | was sat in the public
gallery at the side of the pool at Hart Leisure
Centre stuffing leaflets into envelopes, 100s of
them, whilst the children were having their
swimming lessons. Alison came scrambling over
to me along the row of seats and took a keen
interest in what | was doing. That was the very
beginning of the QEB Campaign.

At that stage | had no idea about how
planning worked or how to do anything to
influence the process, but we did know that it
was nhecessary to alert people to what was going
on. Alison was the first person to sit down with
me and work out how to fight against such an
inappropriate development. From that day
forward Alison (& her husband Andrew) became
a critical part of the QEB Campaign, and quite
frankly without them the community would never
have been able to organise such an effective
and successful defence.

Indeed, that was not the only important
campaign that Alison started off. The other
fundamental local issue to her was the need to
parish the un-parished area of Fleet and Church
Crookham, by means of the parish petition,
which she knew could not be ignored. The issue
of parishing the area had long been talked
about, but no real action taken. She had noticed
how little say local people had over the precept
equivalent that every household paid as part of
their local council tax, and she was determined
to allow local people to have a stronger direct
influence on how that should be spent, and for
local representatives to have some proper
influence over facilities in their area. Alison
researched and organised the petition. She was
by far the most ardent collector of signatures,
knocking on every door across her allocated
area and explaining the reason and details to
call for at least one local parish council to
replace the gap in local democracy.

i B It is therefore a terrible
sadness that earlier this year
Alison lost her long and brave
fight against cancer. | feel that |
have lost a trusted advisor and a
great friend.

Alison was very much a local
girl, she grew up in Church
Crookham, attending Crookham
Infant and Sandy Lane Junior &
Court Moor Secondary Schools.
She studied hard and went on to
study Occupational Psychology at the University
of Wales (Cardiff), where she first met her
husband, Andrew. They shared a passion for
art, music, food, travel, crafts and design,
gardening and recycling, even her cherished
Truimph Herald soft-top... After they married
they soon became personally interested in
planning, as they designed and built their very
own house at the bottom of her parents’ garden
in Courtmoor, where they have since brought up
their own family.

Alison initially worked for the Central
Electricity Generating Board and was a regular
commuter by train up to London. She was one
of the lucky survivors of the Clapham rail
disaster, not something she spoke about. She
gave up working in London to raise her two
children Alistair and Amy, who are both a great
credit to herself and Andrew, her devoted
husband. The children carry many of the
wonderful characteristics and real sense of fun
that their mother has imparted to them.

She has been a diligent and hard working
member of the FCCS executive committee and
her extensive contribution to the society is
considerably missed.

Alison was a rare and remarkable person,
quite unassuming yet grittily determined,
extremely intelligent and knowledgeable.
Combined with the uncommon gift of common
sense and a strong sense of fairness and right
versus wrong, she was a formidable campaigner
for the community. We all owe Alison a huge
debt and she is greatly missed. The FCCS has
lost a true friend and valiant supporter.

The whole Macallan family took an active
interest in their local environment. They were
regular participants on the working parties on
their nearby open area of Basingbourne Park,
one of the few SINCs (Sites of Interest for
Nature Conservancy) within the urban area.

Jenny Radley
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Basingbourne Park Volunteer group

As a tribute to Alison, the FCCS would like to promote the setting up of a Basingbourne Park
Volunteer group. It is hoped that it will come under the supervision of the Hart Countryside Service
Team and have regular working team groups to help maintain, preserve and restore the SINC area,
between the permitted months of September to April.

The FCCS hopes the setting up of a formal Basingbourne Park Volunteer Group will be a suitable
and fitting tribute to Alison and her wonderful community spirit.

Please contact us if you would like to kept informed of developments.

For several years now,
planning permission has not
been required for certain
alterations and extensions
under legislation referred to as
Permitted Development Rights
(PDRSs). From 1 October 2008
the planning law for PDRs has
been reformed which means
that you (or your neighbour) no
longer require planning
permission for some extensions and other forms
of home improvements which have previously
required an application for planning permission.
However, some proposals which were
previously "permitted development" will now
require an application for planning permission,
including, for example, all single storey rear
extensions (including conservatories) over 3m in
length if the property is terraced or semi-
detached or over 4m if the property is detached.
As well as new size limits for extensions and
roof alterations, the new regulations prevent
householders from installing driveways, parking
areas and hard standings of more than 5 square
metres in area, in their front gardens, without
applying for planning permission, unless they

The Healthcare Commission has recently
published the results of its performance review
of all NHS trusts in 2007-08. Trusts are rated on
a four-point scale (Excellent, Good, Fair or
Weak) for quality of services and use of
resources. Frimley Park Hospital NHS
Foundation Trust and Basingstoke and North
Hampshire NHS Foundation Trust were each
rated Excellent in both areas. The other major
local hospital, the Royal Surrey County Hospital
in Guildford, was rated Excellent for quality of
services and Good for use of resources. The
Hampshire Primary Care Trust fared less well,
with a rating of Fair for quality of services and
Good for use of resources, although this
represents an improvement on the previous

have permeable surfaces.
New controls have also been
introduced for balconies,
verandas and decking,
outbuildings, swimming
pools, chimneys and solar
panels.

It should be noted that
planning permission may still
be required for alterations
where the property is in a
Conservation area, or is a listed building,
where other restrictive covenants apply or
where permitted development rights have
previously been withdrawn. In every case, the
alteration needs to conform to current building
regulations. If in doubt, we suggest contacting
Hart District Council planning department. For
further information, the national Planning
Portal website www.planningportal.gov.uk
provides an excellent source of information
and has useful interactive householders guide
which can be accessed at
www.planningportal.gov.uk/uploads/hhg/
houseguide.html.

Phill Gower

year, when it was rated Fair in both areas. The
primary care trust's website gives further details
of its results and of the areas of its work where
improvement is required.

Hampshire County Council is responsible for
setting up Local Involvement Networks from
1 October 2008 to provide an opportunity for
public input into health care and social services
in Hampshire. Hampshire has set up a transition
committee and appointed a host organisation,
but so far does not appear to have established
any local groups. This is disappointing, as the
Patient and Public Involvement Forums they
replace were disbanded at the end of March.

Judith Sutherland
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Fleet was lucky enough to have two summer
celebrations this year — the annual carnival on
11-13 July and then the Fleet Business
Partnership’s Centenary Celebration on

9 August.

This year’s carnival was themed Travel &
Transport ” with highly imaginative and colourful
floats ranging from Dr Who to Flying Pigs to
80 Days Around the World.

This year WC Bakers & Son Ironmongers
celebrates 100 years in Fleet. Inspired by this
milestone, the Fleet Business Partnership
organised an event to celebrate over 100 years
of retail in Fleet. With fun & games and market
stalls throughout the day (including a Fleet &

Church Crookham Society stall, which
successfully recruited some new members),
and al fresco dining in the evening, this was
another great opportunity to celebrate what
Fleet has to offer.

Both events were well-attended and a lot of
fun to be part of, thanks to the hard work of
the organising committees and help on the
day from volunteers.

Pictured clockwise from top left are: some
spacemen from a local school, Tweseldown
Playgroup and Hart Lions at the Carnival; the
Society’s stand, one of the Fleet Road
displays, and Geoff Baker and his shop at the
Centenary Celebration.
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